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According to LOCUS, Orlando had 298 votes for Worldcon site, New York had 111,
Washingtgn 91, and Philadebphla 28, Membership untll the end of September
will be #5 attending and #3.50 supporting. , ‘

HUGO AWARDS:

Novel: The Dispossesed, Ursuda Le Guin

Novella: A Song for Lya, George Martin '

Novellette: Adrift off the Islets of Langerhans, Harlan REllison (NOT AGAIN?)
Short Storyt: The Hole Man, Larry Niven

Editor: Ben Bova

Artist: Kelly Freas

Dramatic Fresentation: Youns Prankenstein

Fanzinet The Alien Critic

Fan Writer: Hichard E Gels

Fan Artist: Bill.Rotsler '

Camphell Award: F J Plaurer
Gandalf Award: Fritz Leiber
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THIS IS DIPCON???? HOW COME EVEAYONE IS FLAYING D&D?

AR R N N R N RN R N R N R NN R A RN RN S AR RN RN S NN RN

On Tuesday, I was in New Hampshire. On Friday,fl_was'in'Chicago.'

It?'s not really as simple as 1t sounds. On Wednesday, I was in New York;
and on Thursday in Youngstoun. ' '

I wended my Way from New Hampshire to New York on Wednesday, fully intending
to print un GIGO that day. HA! It's now a month later, and NOW I'y getting
aroudd to typing up the stencils. Auuugh. . n :

On Wédnésday afternoon, I phoned -Edi Birsan, and he told me hOW-td-get-tb.a
his~hog?ﬁ, and to be there early the next morning, around 11. {((Yes, that's
2Arly ., ‘ ‘ .

I braved the terrors of the New York subway, and made 1t into Queens in time
to be earlys I cramped dinto Edil's Vega, and we started out across the waste-
lands of New Jersey. . We stabted playing a D&D game, in my gungeon..

Tn the car with me, as well as Edil, were Arnold Proujansky, and Evan. The
wame was a rather exhausting experience farall involved.

T belicve I've mentioned one of the NY Conspiracy words earlier: this lssue-
«=="dud " "To prouj" is another. Arncld's Ctbgspiracy nickname is Prouj.

Je has a rather annoying habbit of exhausting every possiblility ina D&D gane.
Jeeling for secret doors along every inch of corridor, poking the celling with
10! poles ad he goes along, carefully examining the floor, using Detect

Tagic or Evil or whatever constantly, smashing chests to pleces to ensure that
10 secret comparments were missed, and so on. e

70 glve an example; at one point, in my dungeon, Arnold came across a neutral
"warvish thief. The thief tried to pickpocket the party, but was unsuccess-
“3l. After intense questioning, Ammold killed him (which he could do with

ro problem, since he was neutral.) He searched hls body and found a very

~ew Gold Pieces. He took the dwarves! clothing off, ripped 1t to shreds an d
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Finding nothing, he proceeded to light & fire and cremate the dwarf. Once
the fire had burnt itself out, he sifted through the as heu. and found a few
pebbles. He took them. They turned out to be gall stones .

Fvan, too; is s something of a phohomenon. He plays games je==any game--=- with
an intenseness not bo be believed. He often fails to distinguish between

a jolke and criticlsm, and is this often the butt of many jokes. Im D&D,

he plays very selfishly, points out the "rules® to the gamesmaster at horrib’
inapprovriate time (1ike when the gamesmaster has made clear that he isn't
playing by those rules), plays rather selfishly (except when he is told that
he must give things away to appear.to be lawful) ad nauseum. He has an -
armoying habbit of wearing down the gamesmaster; 1f he wants something, he
pleads for 1t, and continues to plead for it #ntil the gamssmaster Bives in.
In this game, he plead with me because he wanted to be a Ranger, emen though
I didn!t know the rules for Rangers. Evantually, I gavc in.

Eventually, we arrived in Youngstown; where we’ septn the night. "Rising
an® falling to shine the next morning, we set out at a perverted hour 1n
the morning, ketting a beaubtiful view of the industiraal area,

We got to Chilcago late Friday, reglstered at the hotel, rejoined the rest
of the New York group, and trooped around the dealer's room. Nothing of
particular interest was Being vended, so we escaped to a conference room
in tlme for the IDA General Meeting.

The General Meeting went well, There was a satlsfactory amount of firee
workd, although everything seemed to be peaceful until Gordon Anderson

rose to make hls famous statement. I believe ¥ mentioned it elsewhere in
this lssue. He ssated that his company, "VIKING SYSTEMS INCY had tradem-
arked the name "DipCon." Somebody questioned the legality:of that act, and
Gordon said something about "abandonment of use,"

Nice firewqus. DeSpicable action. Deqtroying traditions of the hobby.

Right on. Just what we need. That's what N3F needs, tco; a couple of
good feuds. That'd 11ven it up. .

t

Getting off the subject, though_‘*w 1

That night, I played D& in Stephen. Tihor'q dungeOﬁ, with my magic-suer,
Cheech Wizard. I didn't do too badly.

Two fo our party-members, a lwaful fighter and a Mmi-inqanve clerie walked
ocout on our party, along with all their hirelings.

We went on for a while, and ¥t wasn't until it was too late ‘that we realized
that a2ll we had left was a third-level cleric, a single fighter, and four
or five maglc-usmers. A great preronderance of maglc-users.

So we got out as fast as possible. Which wan't too fast, considering that
we'd walked throush a transporter to the fifth level.

I actually got quite a bit of sleep, and managed to get up in time for the
Di ptournament. I was Austria, and managed to hold out long enough to

score reasonably well, at lea t by the somewhat silly sys stem the tournament
was using. I was placed on the third board.
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After eating in a rather greasy place down the etreet, I returned and start-
ed 1n on the next round as France.. England and Germany wanted a three-way
alllance against the rest of the board, and I agreed. But I was getting

a bit fed up with three-way Western alliances, Five of the six boards in
the first round had had three-way Western alliances, &nd I had neraly been
destroyed by one on my board. B '

50, when Russla attacked Germany, I thought I waw a chance, and stabbed
Germany. Just in time to be stabbed by the Italisans. I seec-gsawed once
more, and turned to face the Italians. I ended bpe game with the normal
five French centers. Dud.

I left the game, and wandered over to a nearby table.

It seemed that in a D&D game in Stephen Tihor's dungeon, Walt Buchanan's
gharacter had twlce killed Howard Mahler's character. The first time was
excusable, as Walt didn't really know what was going on. but the second
time was mere fliovpancy. ,

Walt's character plead stupidity; thus, his character was known ag "Walter
the Dumb." And Howard's character was dead, and thus was known as "Wilber
the Dead.," Wilber the Dead presented evidence via a Clerical "Speak with -
the Dead" spell. . ‘

Tim (Robert Lipton} and Nick Ulanov were seated at one cnd of the table. _
They had rather foolsshly agreed to pay 1000 Gold Pieces for each word they
spoke during the trial to Walter the Dumb. - They kept on interrupting, and
Scott quietly kept a tally of the number of words they vlere speaking.. oo
The verdict of the court eventually was that Walt had .turned ‘nettral by his

actions. :

Later that eveming, Soott and Stephen started trips in ndjacent rooms, as
there were too many peeple who wanted to play for just one expedttion. I
went in Scott's dungeon. I don't really remember what happened there, but
I defintely do remember the aftermath,

Half way through the expedition, Bob Lipton had to léavc, 80 he left me in
custody of his character: I was the obvious choice, as I had apprenticed
my character to his. - o ‘

Once out of the dungeon, Mike Rocamora's character polymorphed Walter the
Dumb into a Beholder, and the Beholder came looking for Wilber the. No Longer
Deads Wilker told me that Lipton had promised to defend him if Walter

tried anything, so I told him I'd help him. He hired.a couple .of hundred
bowmen, and toolk them, along with Tim and Cheech, to a strategic hill.

Soon, the Beholder appreared in the distance. Tim and the Beholder, with
Cheech contributing an occasional spell, settled down to a Battle Royal,

exchanging spells at a ferocious rate.

Soon it hecame aprarent that we were losing. ©Scott was using an 1ncred1b1y
stupid system for resolving multi-man combat---=he interpreteq the Chainmail
aystem to indicate that 20 men could only infllcik as many hits as one man

alone. . |
Mike's character started torwards the battlefield, as we later found but,
to heln ki1l the Beholder~=-~he dldn't really want Tim deoad

I+ was then that somebogy noticed that Mike couldn't have pdlymorphed Walt



into a Beholder 1n the first place,.because Mike wasn’t high enough level
to take a Polympbrph spell. L . ' :

.So much forlthat.

The next day (Sunday), the Diplomacy tournament was agaln in the morning.
I discovered that I was Turkey on board 3. Or maybe it was 4. Anyway,

I managed to hold out against an Austro-RBussian alliance until the omni-
present Three-way Western alllance made its prescnce felt and conquered
Russia. Austria then made me part of his attempied stalemate line,

but the West made some attractive promieses, and 1 athtbed austria.

At the end of the game, I was once agaln an 8ustrian puppet, with

two centers. '

Apparently, the tournament was the last thing at the con. The Buchanans
packed up and prepared to go. The conspiracy bestowed honarary Conspiracy-
ship upon the two Buchanan children, and taught them several phrases; "dud!
"Besh 1s a dud" among them. When ®e tried to ge’ them to say "Buch is a
ud,"” them wouldn't, though. T guess blood is thicker that Conspiracy.

We saw them off, and, a short time later, the Michigan and points north
crowd. Points north being Canada,:_And then dudded around for a while,

doing nothing in particular. -

Plans were made to play D&D;"Middle Farth VIII, Utter Chéos, and
Utter Chaos Middle Earth VIIJ, in quick sucession, but none came to
frultion. So we went to bed. . .

In Fdi's room, I found Len TLakofka's clipboard, wvhich I appropriated. It':
very useful. On the top, "it has two little address stickers; one says
"Leonard Lakofka," and the other says "Lenny Da Lizzard." Must be schlzo=-
phrenice. SR : -

The next morning, we .rose at 6, I won't call that a disgusting hour; I
merely thought of it ‘as having taken a short nap ln the evening, and waltin:
up a few hours later to continue. I was in the came car, a0 I continued
the campalgn. The previous night I,:with some hclp from Mat Diller, had
come up with a set of Sex ruleg for D&, and I applied them to the gane.

This time, the player's decided to go on a Wilderness expeditionk, on

a journey to visit the King of the Elves, in the Land of Elves. They

journeyed south to the.great road. On thé way,  “hey met a company of

ogres, who were in the posesslon of the sister=blade of Stormbringer,

The Ranger didn't really realize what it was, sc he picked 1t up. Not
too bright, that. The blade now thinks It's his. ’

They continued, and eventually hlt the Brest Road, and headed wastwazd.
They tock a wrong turning, and met the Lora Haphaegtus.‘Guardian of the
South, Protector of Ambrusil,: Scourge of the Barharous, South. He, being

a paladin, made the party his "guests." He was a blt susplcpaous, and not

mduly so; the party was composed of a bisexual female magic=user with an

oral fixation, an homosexual martial artist, and a fighter. Ag well as

a mule-skinner, a cleric hireling, and the slowly mouldering body of

a dead elf. (The elf had heen killed by the Stormbringer-sister sword,
 and the party hoped that it could somehow regain 1ts soul from the.blade.)
" And a Ranaer. - The ‘Banger and the cleric being the only two lawful characte
The Lord's homosexual female lawful maglc-user fell madly in love with

the expeditiorls magic user ({ I can't help it; when I roll OO, I roll 00.)
Eventually they managed to escape, and made thei:r merry way onward to




At 3 1n the morning, we sot in. Edi; the only driver in the car, was just
about deads I think the only thing that kept him awake was the D&D ganme »

STAR TREK LIVES! ., . | :
Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Sondra Marshak and Joan Winston

In a conversation with sgmeone one day, that person remakked "Liftis more
.complicated that i1t seems., " My 1mmediate reaction was "Wrong. Life 1s
less comnlicated than people make 1t." -

The more I think about ‘the latter statement, the more scnsible it seems to
mes Bar too many people have, throughout history, knocked tqem%clve» out
over artificial nroblemas Is Christ of the same substance of God, or of a
like substance? How many ansgels can dance. on 2 R¥m the head of a pin?
What does Faulkner really mgan vhen he says "Shimmering delapidatlon"?

And so on, etc. So much of "philosophy and so much offictional dissection
is sheer, madulterated bullshit.

To make an obvious polnt, does 1t really matter whether one has free will - |
or one's wath is determined at dbirth by thefates? Will sure knowledge of v
one -or the other change one's 1ife? W11l it change the fate of humanity?

Does it really MATTER? 5 ST o _

To make another polnt; doeq it matter whether Darl in AS I LAY DYING is a
paranold qchizonhrenic, or an artist? Wil¥ knowledge on way or the other
1nf1uence any one? Is such knowledge even meqninpfull?

No.; I have come“to the conclusion that philosopy i1s bullshi“. .- 41d that
dissection of fiction is bullshit. | . :

I admit the possibility that I am a 1ittle mind, that cannot grasp the taue,
awful sisniflcance of the dilemmas of philopophy. I admit the possibility
that, I am so e¢rass as to be unablerto see the oi?nificance, the greatness

in beine able to fully understand in every ninute detall, a voxk of art---
to an extent that even the artis f did not understand.

I admit such a ponsibility. But I find it unlikely.

Unfortunately, this book im, for the most part, one or the other; philosophy
or dissection of fictions 4 large part of the book tal'ts about Roddenberry's
philosophy of the cliched *"peace and brotherhood." And another large part
“talks about the reasons that, say, Spock is attractive to ser many, and that

the show 19 qo popular.

‘The book very neatly deviééqx the - attractiveness of Star Trek into five parts.
The Discover Effect, The Tailored Effect, The Spock Charisma: Effect, The
- .Optimism nffect, and The Goal Effect., I kid you not. These’ effectq” are
capitialized thromzhtout the book. They are treated as the sum total of

'Star Trki. ‘ o - v

I had a very difficult time readingz the book. After .every fifth paragraph,
I began to think of gum-chewing teenager wearing tee- thrts, rencilime
"How truei" in the margins. I'd read sonme. Then I!'d through the book away

in dissust, crying "BULLSHIT!"

Aggzs Fventually, I gave up.



THERE IS NO PAGE 34"0

~ After T finished &y printing up page 33. and after & realized that
' 35 was on the back ‘of 33, I looked aroudd to find 34. I looked high and
low, hither and yohm No 34 to be found.. S .

I returned to my qtenclls,:and printed up the rest of'the’zine before
continuing back to finish up this mess.,

According to the copy T wrote for the DipCon reportm there should be
) othlng between where page 33 left off, and where 35 started up. I nust
"thus assume that there never was a page. 34, and that something is fucked

up.

* Thus; there is no page 3&. There are a few words left off the last sent-
ence on 33, which should be 1eading into 354 After ‘the trip wae over,..
we; got into New York.

So don't worry about 1t. :
I've got to, though. I’ve qt111 this'entire page to fill up. =, .

Well; some more Monty Python’ biographieq, I guies......there are also
some on the back page, in case you're interested.

TERRY GILLIAM~ For all his lovable American accent and tomboy ‘goud- -

humor, Terry is, at heart, a lovable American-gpeakin g good-humored
tombby, and not a dry rot and de-infestatlion operatdve as some people

have claimed (See: MY SON THE DEINFESTATION OPERATIVE&, by Mrs. O.-
Gilliam, published by Faber and Faber, 1961.) Terry has never been
specifically interested in the structural rnovation of building facilitieq,
nor has he ever become President of the United States .of America, as -~ :
other people have claimed. (see: MY SON ‘WABR A DEINFESTATION OFERATIVE,

by Mr. O, Gilllam; published by McMillan 1962). As far as politics are .-
cbncernod his record is spotlesg=-=--~he has never gone in for: them at '

Terry lools forward to a guture with some major companles, including ITT,
but 1t is quite likely that he won't get one. His hair is still long, and
his legu_are only bandy if you laock at them in a certain way.

FQIC IDLE- Eric Idle was born 1n Leicester on the 8th of Janua TV, 1841.
the son and daughter of a Chber Inspector of:Police and Mrs. Idle, who
is st11l .undead. He was sanltized 9 weeks after birth, and remains the
only menber of the Python team to be s0.

Fric soon hecame passionately fond of Rugby football, mountainerring and
fashion magazines for which to this day he still has several lifetime
subscrbotions. He/She was edicated at Melton Mowbray Grammar School and
Fmmanuel College, Cambridge, where it took a degree in Medicine. The
thing later qualified as a doctor at St. Bartholomew Hospital, London.
There the creature first took to writing second-rate fadlo comedlies and
_seripts for the then~famous David Frost (sic.) It was then that the
beast met up with Fellinl and ended a short relatlionship. Having no
work one X-Mas, and having given up Ear Nose and Throat surgery and
given. up- dying having, the object wrote-bad lines for Petual Clark
shows. There the entity's creature ended, but by now the excresence of
protoplasm took a fresh interest in old empty Germolene tins and scom
became known as an involver of MEen « _




. ll;}eng thankfully, I noticedztﬁaf'noﬁ all the dhapters were about some
Efffect” or other. So I read the chapters by Joan Winston,

One was about herz experiences as a member of thé Star Trek convention
committee., The other was about her visit to the Star Trek set on the
last weck of filming.

Both were excellent,:_They,were well=written. Amusing. Informatwe;funny,
interesting. In the desert: of the rest of the book, they were fantastic.

I urge all who-have an interest in Ster 'Trék to purchase the book, and
read chapters 3 and 7.  The rest can be disposed of with the Kitty Litter.

SOME MORE LETTERS THAT I THOUGHT IDIDN"T HAVE ROOM FOR, BUT NOW THAT I'VE
DECIDED TO MAKE THIS ISSUE 48, PAGES, I DO. P

Douglias Carey, 11355 Lincoln St, Robertsville, OH, 54670

srcoclNOW, to feminism, As you say, the reviews of .THE FEMALE MAN were not
reviews, But don't feel bad about it. Check out F&SF, Analog and Galaxy/
If's reviews of the book. Altho more professional in execution, they did
the same thing--commented on the role of women more than the book. Esp.
the role of women in gf. :

My two dents runs like this... I'm going to compare two women wuthors,
Lisa Tuttle and Brenda Pearce. Both had recent stories in Analog; the
former "Windhaven," the latter "Crazy Oil." Both were .hard sf. Also,
both had lead characters as women. However, the Pearce story had the
fault of knocking you over the head with the fact that Katherine was a
woman; the story centered around her womanltiood and by stressing the fact
that she was of the female gender, proved that her posltion of importance
was a guirk. Tuttle's. story had a person~ Maris. She.had, because of
tradition, lost her humanity---not her femininity. Her soclety accepted
her as a-person'despite her gex, rejected her as a person because of her
orphan background . o - - ‘ :

Remember the Vulcan IDIC? The trick 1s to realize the differences and unite
them without destroying the differences. Not by elliminating the opposite
party. SF is unique in that 1t promotes change by portraying change after
it has occured, It does not (or shoudd not) oromote change by showing what
happens without it. @rufen believe in. starflight because we read 1t all
the' time. We did not get into the habbit by reading stories in which
gtarflight was prohibited.

.

From a personal point of view, I treat women wlth much more deference than
men--438 a Gentler Sex. A male I treat badly until he proves my equal, -

a women I treat as my superlor--unless she tries to lower herselfl to mhe
Mequality"” of men. That raises my dander and invokes an extreme dislike of

the person involved.

Is Kasanof's TIG replacement cdming out soon? ((In about 6 months, I think.))
How is Mayor Beame's lynching committee coming along? ((Well, we've got

. another three months before we have to start buying machine guns to protect
ourselves because theré's no police, and start dumping our garbage in the
Tast rlver because noone will collect 1t.)) :

signs the letter off with the phrase "Rklioy Swa Ton Rhee." I belleve
1g because I often sign my letters with "Rklioy Swa Rhee.” -This phrase
antchamacallit of " "Kilroy Was Here," It originally arose in a short

Doug
this
tg a
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which was written by me, Adam Kasanof and Scott Rosenberg.
‘EXCEBTT FROM “MY SUMMER WEEKEND ON NANTUCKER"

An orange polka~dot sphere of light and a pink trapezoid landed. Two things
which I assumed to be Spicans jumped out of the sphere, and some mushy blue
Vegans tumbled from the trapezoid, They splattered on impact, craating a
blue, gucky, slithery mess that spread slowly. = One of the dylng Vegans
menaged to squeak "Ik nee-a Vi zerbl." I was informed later that this was
Vegan, for "Gravity!®" The Splcans, large halry things with horns, cavorted
and cajoled over the flgld, making no nolse. One of the Indlans said "Me
Makum good statue, and sell to Great White Father."

I got up on a boulder, and shouted "Friends, Spicans, Vegans, Crusaders,
Indians, Sirians, Fhoenlcilans and Lizard-Peoplet! Now is the time for all
good-==cr---creatures to come to the ald of their time continuumi"

They replied "We come to bury you, not to praise you." The Spilcans said .
"Yrrk ip okk syrvo eeasnee?" They advanced at a gallop and produced
magenta belts that they wove around thelr. midriff. I turned to the-
Arcturians, to discover they had left without a trace, I gquickly shouted
"waltt" at the Spicans. They stopped dead in their tracks, and I turned
to face them., ' : ' IR '

"Wow, you guys want to kill me, right?"

"Rklloy Sws Rheel"

There you are. I admit, that's 4 blt confused, but the entire story is

a mish-mosh of confuslon. Eventually. the protagonlist, who 18 never named,
manages to save the Outer Galactic Periphery from a temporal collapse, and
destroys---or thinks he destroys---J.A.M.D.I.NEE.P.N.A., an 1llogical computer
who 1's masterminding the eintire temporal confusion. In a couple of other
stories, the hero, who is a member of the Inter-Gadactic Time Patrol conguers
the forces of Temporal Chaos, and allows Right and Justice, 1n the form of the
Time Patrol bureaucracy, to triumph. ' . '

ANYWAY, BACK TO SHNE MORE LETTEBS

Metagaming Concepts, PO Box- 153h6 Auqtin, TX, 78761 . |
Thanks very much for the: comments on TSG and SC, nice. ((The 8pace Gamer and

Stellar Conquest.)) Keep at the zlne and it will shape up, the content 1s
interesting and varled enough to go along way with., My blggest oblection

was to the heavy commentary you dispersed through everything. Mimeo 1s bad
enough, I like comments at the end of things.

A comment for John on computers, nice but I'll never be able to buy oneg=-—-

go what. How about notes on small computers that we'll all be able to buy in
the next few years, now that mlcro-processor technology 1s here, Blg computers
may be like dinosaurs in all but glant data situations in the next few years
Try ADC, MITS, WANG, and anyone else with prggrammable calculators who 1t
moving into blgger applications. I'll buy a computer before a second car,
that's for sure.

Again, thanks for the plugs, I still don't know if zine plugs sell, butit's
nice to see them in print anyway.
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Charles Jacques, 199 Fayne R4, Scarborough, ME, 04LO74
Iam wndud=—--I1 am undud. One hell of a way to naste space. Why not wast the
space constructively. What does dud mesn, forinstance (What the hell DOES
1t mean, anyway?

Avout your "Editor F1lls thés Space" thing. Great. Glad you have decided
to Réep 1t. Ofttimes I think it among the best things in the zine.

About playtesting for SPI, How does one get on there 1list? It sounds
like something interesting to do, in one's spare time.sess« The Gallic
Wars? That 15 golng to be tough. PFlanning out superiority troop power
and weapons superiority is golng to be tough. Whatever ahppened to
Saucerblitz, anyway? ©Oh, eys, I look forward to lengthy, detailed

reviews of Origins I and DipCon. '

HeveeosWilliam G, Bliss should be strung up by his balls, "Star Treka.
"eeatypical boob tube?"  ARRRAGHHHHH You can tell hime---sh, forget it.
About these dayglow orgnge sticker, they are supposedly to help move mail
fagter tro where it 1s going. Revised zip code, 1f you will, Actually,
its just a bunch of shit the post office printe dup to Justify postage
“hikes. I did 1like Bliss's explanation 8f fantasy, and hhs tirade on un-
safe buildings, I'11 slve him that.

I am finding out that everything Houarner writes 1s £00d »: Even_his»letters.
And, hey, .he thinks my gtuff 1s okay, too. (Maybe we should set &ip a
Mutual Admiration Society. After all, we frenchmen have to stick topether.)

({ FRENCHMEN{ I am quite sure that a gentleman: ‘such-as Mr. Houarner has
better sense thah to be associated with such petty Quebecois as yourself ))

I 1iked your pun about Armenians being called turkeys. Quite good. bcore
one for Armenia, Sludge of the Ocean. '

veasehat's going on? My page 20 was upstde downl,....The Lunacon Report
was okay. %reat bhough. Usually I like a good bidlance of con o
activity, what did. This report was too much "What I did." " You're

slipping.

ssssAs to my magnificent comics column—--yeq, you are right. Since
intimate contact results in nuclear explosions, 1t is brief and infre-
quent Between Nova and E-Man. Thelr last kiss, as far as I can tell,
- removed 57th Street. = S

Remember last time I satd you were paranoid? Now I have proof. You .
accused me ofid Houarner of heing in conspiracy agalnst you. Hediculous.
We don't even know each other. And they'll bloody well wrlte to me

if they want, so there!

A Canadian comlc company? Captain Canuck? If that isn't a put on, and
you can send me an address to write for info, I'11 do a whole column

on 1t. Canadian comics that are original are few and far between.
(Funny. Notice a Canadlan hero 18 coming out roughly the same time
Canadians are gettinn rippin§ mad .about American influence in their

country. Symbolism? Irony?
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SPI doesn't keep a 1list of subscribers. Anyone who shows -up at théir
offices on 6:00FM Friday, 44 E'23 St, 9th floor, who hHas a reasonable
knowledge of wargames will most. probably be able to playtest.:

The only information I have on Captain Canuck is the following article
I saw in The Journal, Box 1286, Exxes, Ontario, NOR 1E0,

"On March Zoth. Canada'q only existing comic book compan% will come intoe
being, having distributed 200,000 coples of CAPTAIN CANUCK #1,

“This’ 1q the ﬁbuntrx s first venture of this type in a long time, although
there are custom=-made publishers, such as Comic Book World of Nova Sootia,

"The new company is called Comely Comiz. Richard D, Cnmely is the Presideni
of the publis hing house, D. J- Abbott is Advertising Bales Director.

"Initially, distribution wasn't planned for outside of the country. but
at last look, plans were belng changed to include distribution in the
United States,

"Captain Canuck T-shirts, poqterq. bumpernstickeru ‘and’ other paraphernalia
are being planned Captain Canuck - be;ng the major character.s :

"We'll have more bn Comely Comlx next 1ssue, hopefully."”

I mever got the next issue, but you might write to TJ if you want 1nforma--
tion. . .

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++g
WARGAMING COLUMN, OR A. REASONABLE FACSIMILE THEREOF

--.---—w———--—--—---—-------g--—— ---------——--——-n—-—----——------———-_——----

By me, Mark Edqwards has dudded out
My 1aqt Wargaming column. as just about anyone could see, was a total dud.
I+ was done on the sppny of the moment to fill space, .and was néither very
good nor very complete. o _

Essentially, my dilemmaLié'fﬁéf‘i&dﬂrnn.out of things to“say about
wargaming. This issue, I won't try to say anything; all 1'11 do is try
to talk about the games which I know will be coming out in the near future.‘

At the: noment, the West Wall Quads, the Blue and'uray II Quads. The funic
Wars, Firegight, Invasion AMerlcan, Dixle and - The War in the West are in
various stages of playtesting.

The West Wall Quads are four games depilcting battles in France in 1944,
Some fo the SPI staff I've talked to are itnder the impression that they

are good, but none of the playtesters have told me so. In fact, some of
the playtesters did not want to play one of the West Walls so much that he
wag driven to play Firefight I.The system 1is, of course, s8imilar to that
used in the Modern Quads. Which says it all, as far as quallty is concern-

ed.

The Blue and Gray I Quads are essentially Jjust 4 more games of the sane
sort as the first Blue and Gray. And they are about as good=---gulte,.

The Punic Wars in an interesting gane,. The-system is loosely based on that
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of Frederick the Great. That is to say, units themselves do not move;
leader unlts must move them.

The game. began as a hex game, went to area movement, and now is back to
hexes agaln. But, wen though 1t is a hex game, the map 1ls devided into
provinces~=-Zeugitania, Numidia, Novo Cathhago, Tartessus, Hispania,
Samnium and the like. Each province produces so much treasury polnts
each turn, and can support so many units----somewhat like Pall of Rome.
Essentlally, one player or the other must gain control ofk a certain
number of provinces to win. The combat system 1s rather strange=--rather
than using the "1 to 1" column on a 1~1 attack, one adds one to the die
roll, adds 2 to the dir roll on a "2 to 1" ataack, and so on.

As well, thée game has rules for Numidian, Syracusan zmx Sttilain and Southern
Italian defection, Hispatnic and Gallie revolt, and other diplomatic

evnts., The probabllity of an even occuring 1s based upon the number of
losses each player takes in a turn.

The mame now seems to be eminently balanced---it takes about 20 years to |
determine the conflict. Which 1s falrly realistic, I suppose. : .

One .of the problems the developer is now having is reducing the rules to
elght pages. He's got to get 1t down to elght pages, as that ts the limit
for S&T games. ' : L

Firefight 1s & section-level tactical game in modern-day Europe. It uses
what 1s a further development of the Stmove system; a @equential-seguential
system. ©Eg§entially, .one player fires one unlt, then the other player
fires one unit, and so on, untill 511 wnits have fired. Then one player
moges one unit, and so on. 2 T -

Since Firefight is being payed for by the Army (although 1t will be pub=-
l1ished commercially,) it is being done on four levels of increasing
complexity: Firefight I, Firefight II, Firefight III, and Firefight 1IV.
Ag af thils dates, the rules of Firefights I and II have been worked out,

. but not the latter two. . o

Firefipght I is, unfortunately, about on a level with Chutes and .Ladders.
There are no complications; essentially the rules cover nothing more than
Movement, Direct Fire and Opportunity Fire. Hopefully, later versions
will bhe much more compleX. B .

Battle For Amertiea, I think, has been adequately ®wovered in other sources.
Briefly, 1t is a division-level game of the ilnvasion of Americar In the

1980's by the 8outh American Union, the European Soclalist Coalition, and
the Pan Asian League. The premise 1s that the American fleet has already

been wlped out.

I think 1t's m rather stupid premise myself-«=if SPI is going to do future
ggmes, they ought to have SOME basis in reality---but then, 1t feedbacked
well. . What the subscribers say goes, wlthin limites

Dixle 18 a folio-sized game dealing with 4&n alternate history in which
the South won the Civil War, and a rematch 1s fought in the 1940's. The
zame ia somewhat slow moving, #nd-the combat system 1s a bit reminscent
of that of WWI, but, all in all, the game 1s reasonably good.
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WAR IN THE WEST I'm not even golng to talk about. Gawd. Suffice it to-

say that 1t's got 6 or 8 or 10 maps (the number keepq onincreasing every-
time I talk to someone) and some obscene amount of couaters, and production
and air units and naval rules and and and and

The next two games which shbuld start playtesting will be RUSSIAN BEVOLU®~

IoN £#1d the 30 WEARS WAR QUAD, There wlll be five battles in the

30 Ydar's War Quad, which is why it's called a Quad, right? Actaally, one

. of the five games will go into S&T, and the rest will be printed normally.
Rbssian Civl]l War will be the firqt of the Power Politics seriles,

THE Power Polities Series 1s an offshoot of tHe game KINGMAKER. Kilngmaker
is a game put out by a British company called Philmar. Fesentially, each
palyer (up to a maxium 6f 40, or something like +hat) takes the place of
one faction of nobles in the War of the Roses. Each faction manourres ar=-
ound the board, attemptlng to gain posession of the Pretenders to the.
Throne, and attempting to kill off any pretenders not posessed by him.
(Ghod, my grammar 1s disintegrating.)

Anyway, the Power Politles Series wlll use the same idesa as Kingmaker;_ther-
will be a undetermined number of players, ecach of whom attempts to fulfill
some condition or other. They will have a high element of chance, and all
sorts of strange things can happen. In Kingmaker, for instance, = plague
can suddenly appear which wipes out an entire faction. In Russian Civil
War, ahmost anything can happen---from Anmerican entering the war on the
sides of the whites to dilsease decimating all of Siberia.

sséntially. there will be four sets of mutually app051ng forebs 1n the
Russlian Bevolution; Whites, Reds, Blues (Foreigan interventiorilsts) and
Greens(Nationalist groups---Ukranlans, Caucasians, Armznians and so ona.)
“'Fach player takes a mumber of leaders, often of opposiag factions. The
fact that hls leaders are of opposing factions will pus him under restraint.
but he must still attempt to make certain objectives;

Another series which SPI is now trylng to create is the Role Playing
Seriegd This will be based upon DUGNEONS AND DRAGONS and EN GARDE!?,

two games in which each player takes the part of a person in a given time
periad, and plays 1t out, dolng things Which persons cf that type might do.
SPI hasn't actually started work on any get, but 1t iﬂ thought that such
‘gamer will be feedbacked in the next issue of 5&T. '

Other fames which SPI is either beginning to: *do work ca or is considering
are WARS@W PACT REBELLION, which would either be a strateglc game.on that
subject or a Quad gane depicting battles of stch a retsllion; StarSoldier,
also to be designed by Simonsen. and an American Revolutlion Quad._

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++4++++++++++++++++++++
Palindnomes make wonderful spacefiller;

Doc, note-I dissent. A fast never prevents a fatnese I diet on cod,
Lewd I did live - &° evll did I dwell ' )
He goddamn nad dog, eh?

Piel's Lager on red rum did murder no. regal sbeep.

Roma sumus Anor. _

Madam, I'm Adam. .
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Computer Column, John K. Liberman

This 1ssue (month? Half=-year?) I intend to deal with strange, interesting,
or unigue hardware and software. Strange things intrigue ne, being somewhat
of a strange thing myself.

TERMINALS o B

There are a plethora of odd terminals, CET's and communication devices on
the market. There are hand—held’CRT's, largg mini-computers disguised as
terminals, heat-printers-which work by melting wax and couplers which lose
bits of information. , : : :

The smallest terminal I've ever seen was shown at Boskone. It was a Termi-
flex HT/2., It 1s hand~held, has a two-line display, and retains a 1000
character memory. In actuality, the HT/2 is not the smallest terminal madc
by Termiflex. The HT/1 with only one line of &isplay is smaller and
negligably cheaper. For those odd people interested in such a darice, the
address of Termiflex 1s: : -

Termiflex Corporation ' '

17 Airnort Road

PO Box 1123

Nashua, New Hampshire, 03060,

Tel: (603) 889-3883 :

The nicest CRT or visual display (there 1s = difference, bute.e.) I have
ever seen in falrly constant use is a PLATO terminal, hooked up to the
University of Illinoils CDC 6400, It is capable of animation, which implies
the ablility to selectively erase, of copying what is on the screen to
micro-fiche, internally, of sensing pressure on the screen and many other
~amusging things. But the Terminal {specially constructed for use wlth
PLATO)1s only half of 1ts beauty. ‘The other half i1s the PLATC system, which
i1s capabdd of utilizing thils particular visual display to the utmost. '
With 1t, one can play a game of Milles Borne with the 64000 drawing the
cards. One can draw crude phalusses which float up, down, and around the
screen. One €an fly an alrplane simulator, play chess, or, and thls 1s the
great blessing, attempt to send the systenm dourr wlth the encouragement of
the staff. N C

COMPUTERS . S .
Only one item this time about computers. The Xerox 530. The Graduate School
of Business Administration)(of NYU)) recently got rid of its IBM 1130, and
replaced it with this machine. For $300 more per month (very little in

terms of computer renting and leasing) The Xerox 530 can replace the 1130

28 a Bemote Job Entry site, (although Xerox calls RBJE "sattelite processing.")
and also includes a Magnetic Tape unit, backgréund as well as foreground .
capacity, a couple of extra disk drives, and a protect feature for -
security purposes. There 1s only one problemn. Xerox just went Qut of thev.f‘.
computer field. They have to support BBA{s hardware, but as for its soft-
ware, well, some  people are laughing at GBA right now, myself included.

SOFTWARE o

A pumber of interesting, although not all that new facts about software.
ATT has a chess game in fortran called COKOV, It plays a falrly good
same of computer chess, although not as good as Northwestern's chess
program. Snobol, say some of the people I know who work for IBM, may

be Aropped by our favorite monopoly. IBM may also be conming out with .
something to replace MFT, although what that something is, I don't know.
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I've heard a great many rumors about IBM!'s FS (Future System). For your
convenience, I w111 1iqt them in order of likellhood.

1) The new computer will be the IBM 380, - - “why not?
2) The new computer will not be in the 300 series . agaln, why not?
3) The new computer will be APL based I'm not sure what the hell

this means. Is APL going to
. . replace JCL? Is APL going to
o - s . be the only time-shhring sys
: -~ tem? I don't know.
4) There will be no fixed disk packs. What???

5k The system will be PL/I based. See APL objections

6) There will be no assembler, : . Great! 1'm ruined.

I intended to write about mini- and micro-computers this issue, but un-
fortunately d4id not do the research that was necessary. Mini- and
micro-computers are the wave of the future, but I don't have to like it.

I am an old big computer fanatlc, and really can't get much Joy out of
doing things ona small computer. Which 1s to say, who ever heard of
breaking securlty on an Altalr 88007 I will, however, glve a brief synopsi.
on what I know about these idiocies.

MINI-COMPUTERS and MICRO-COMPUTERS ‘ .

The PDPB 1s a2 nilce,; cdutdated minil-computer. It can usually handle Basic
and Fortran, as well as an odd thing ealled Focal. The PDP8 can vary in
gize and price tremendously. I know someone who has one in his basement
which handles only Focal, because of core limltations, ‘and it costs hinm
nothing. He got 1% for free because .someone threw it out. At least that's
how the story goes. The PDP8 1s graded by letters in most cases. It

can be large enough to time-share off (eg, La Salles)s I have a friend

who has broken the security on a time-shared FDPB. He seems very pleased
at that. I'm not very impressed.

The PDP11 i manufactured by Digital, which alos nakes the PDPB. The 11
1s somewhat better, and almc somewhat nore expensive. Thw worst and
cheapest PDP11 is the PDP11/10. 1Its uses can vary from programming in
Fortran or other high-level languages, to use as a buffer by a large
computer. The higher the levels go on PDPl1's, the better the computer
(which can be used as a stand-alone operation,) and the worse the price.

The Altair 8800, Ught!  Any computer which costs less that the TTY whecih
1s interfaced with it should not exist. It is a terrible machine. I have
a friend who bought one for $400, and since than has spent about $2, OOO
more just to make the thing work in a sane fashion., Donlt be misled by
the “low price, this is to say. You need to buy so many periferals, and
extra memory to finally get a machine wlth a decent Basic, a terribel
Agsenbler and maybe a text editor. A true waste of money, unless you
really want a super-calculator.

Write to me 1if you have any questions or comments about anything 1n this
célums. Too many péople Yave my address now, so I might as well give 1t
out so it doesn't seem a secret., I don't really like answering letters,
go 1f you have anything that might interest me, I wil 1 print it sone-
where an glve you credit, but I may not send you a thank-you note.

I believe I have one of the most complete Picture flles for computers in
the world. 1If you have any pictures that I don't {| for example, the
over-printed 3Spock from Princetonp or the top view of the Enterprise)

I would be most appreciative if you'd tell me. My address is John

K, Iiberman, 300 Central Park West, NY, NY, 10024, Actually, don't
write me unless you really feel that it's important.
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Jom Liberman,address just previously, says he wishes to come out with
a zine (dealing mostly with sf) in about 3 months. He wishes contributiions
of all sorts, and wants me to mention that fact. 'The zine will be aalled
NAKED SINGULARITY, and will contain a good deal of===er=-=sgDULT materiel.

At the moment, I'm trying to organize a D& Apa, probably to be balled
APAPLEXY. Essentially, 1t will be an APA for the exchange of idea about
D&D. Anyone interested can write me, . : '

Whlle we're on the subject of. Apag, John also has sald thiat he might be
interested in starting a Pornography apa. The ‘subject matter is, I think,
obvious., It might be rather interesting. _ : :
RI POFFRIPOFFRI POFFRI POFFRI POFFRI POFFRI POFFIRI POFFRI PFOORI POFFRI POFFRI POFF .

Dear Sir; ' .

I was perusing the phone book the other day, when I came across your nane,
quite by chance, I assure you. I was immediately convulsed with laughter.
After all, you must admit, your name is the sole of hilarity.

Being quite taken with the idea of a man with as rediculous a name as youwy .
I determined to get a photograph, and a genealogical chart.. The photo-
gravh proved better than expected, and ghe genealogical chart provided

some surrrises. 1 acted on my instincts, and soon found nmyself in posession
of certain facts of a highly explosive nature regarding yourself. - I, belng
good, honest citizen, was highly shocked, amd thought I should immediately
reveal these facts to the police.

But, a thought stopped me. Suppose, I sald to myself, just suppose that
this person has an explanation . for these facts. Suppose there is a good

reason.

So, 8ir, T am malling you this letter, I would appreclate a letter expl=-
aining your rather horrendous lapses, and three hundred minlature portalts
oB Benjamin Franklin (or thirty-thousand nminiature portrailts of George
Washington, 1f you prefer) if you take my meaning. These portriits should
be placed in a sealed manlla envelope taped to the bottom of the garbage
can nlaced so neatly before your house. ' ‘

I hope to hear from you in the near future-~-say, within one week.

Sincefely yours, : _
Name Withheld. DMost sorry to be so impolite,

TEARTERRTEARTEARTEARTEAHTEARTEAHTEARTEABTEARTEARTEARTEARTEAHTEABTEABTEAR"
Tear off the aboveletter, and mall to a random persone. '
Well, yuh know, when one neéd's spacefiller, one needs spacefiller.

Anyone who answers succesfully the followfng puzzle will find himself _
attacked for béing so stupild as to attempt to solve anythlng so stupid
in the first place., . ' P : - . :

"The shutters through which I had entered snapped down, and, strapped as
T was to the floor, I could see nothing but the dome-like cieling of that

infernal saucer.

®Seconds later a steady pressure agalnst my back told me that we had left
the Earth and were surging upwards. For five minutes, ten perhaps, I wilth-
stood the fearful thrust of acceleration, and then I fainted--blacked out,
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I thirk they call 1t.

"How long 1 was uncongcious I do not know, but when I awoke, the same
steady pressure told my senses that we were wtilll accelerating.

"A feeler brushed my face, and I caught the thought=-wave of the ant-man
beside me-~"We shallland in one minute from now."

*Surely, I thought, something has gone wrong, If we do not slow down
now we must all be smashed to pileces, Yet still the pv "essure continued!

"Increaged! Faster and faster it seemed to me that we were going!
““And then it stopped=~=-gsuddenly!

"The shutters flew up and we were resting gently and naturally on the
lunar plahn. i

"Now, I am no sclentist, but I do #now that one cannot be travelligtens
of thousands of miles an hour one minute, and be sweetly at rest the next.
I was not dreaming, of that I am sure; but I am at a loss to understand
how 1t came about.” : o N

You think I'm kidding, don't ¥pu? How could anyone possibly be  so stuptd

as to not realize what's going on?

Well, apparently people not trained in sf don't. Thils puzzle was gound in
100 Braintwisters" by D, St, P, Barnard.

Ah, well. 80 what.
Which leaves fb with the dilemma of how to fill another page and a half.

gumdedumdedum demdun. No, T capuot f111 a page and a llalf by humming.
Cs . .

" On, yes. In the future, I, wish to print a goodly numbcer of book

reports. The amount os sclence fictional materdel in thils supposedly
sfnal fanzine has never been parficularly great, and I'd 1like to make it
a bit greater. T egrwrite-a couple .of book. repcrts, Hut I'm already
writing theee-guarters of the zine. 1'4d really apprecate it if some of
you could write a report or two.

An, I see I miscalculated. It's really only a page, since the next page
is only a half-page, to leave some room for the addres:.

My nominee for the 1975 Hugo for Best Pramatio Presentqtlon wlll, of cours
be Monty Python and the Holy Grail.

Niek Ulanov, as a staff-member of the Princetonian got tickets to the oper
ing of Monty Python and th e Holy Grall. I through somewhat deviocus mani:
ulations was able to use one of them.

-JAfithe opening, each person was handed a folder which contalned blographi-

of certain members of the cast., Since I need some space-filler, some of
them are herewith printed.
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JOHN CLEESE- John Cleese was born in 1939, 242 years after the Treaty

Hyswick, which ended the.bitter conflict between France and the coalitic

of England and her allies. In the early 1960's, over 650 years after
the first Union of the Swiss Cantons; John was delighting audiences

-of fully paid members at the Footlights Club at Engdcnd's Canmbridge

University. .-

. In 1966, a great year Bor the Methodlsts---who celebrated the 200th
Anniversary of one of their founders, Samuel Wegley---John began

writing and appearing in The Frost Report; and in 1968, 543 years
after the burthng of Jan Hus, he wrote and appeared in AT LAST THRE
1948 SHOW, He jJoined MONTY PYTHON 1in 1969 and has beeln doing
extremely silly things with a small group of friends for asbout five

years now.

John is married, but, wnlike Gustavus Adolphus - the Lion of the North

- he has a daughter Cynthila. John's favorite color is money, and
hls hobby, unlike Cromwell, Dosboyevski, and St. Stephen 1s avoiding
anything unpleasant. He lives 'in a fashionable part of London which
18 sti11l belnz knocked downe. .

MICHAEL PALIN~ Michael Palin, who plays the part of Sir Galahad, and
also contributes cameos as the first serntry, .the carperiter, Dennis
the peasant, the second monk and the Lord of Swamp Castle, 1s the
least interesting of the Monty Python group, and consequently the
hardest to write this sort of promotional blography about. While not
in any way an unpleasant man, he rather lacks those exciting gqulrks
of character ®hat glve the other nmembers of the group their individaas

charsima. Neverthe =ss, Michael seldom forgets hls lines, and is dis+4
tingulshed by his resdy and cheerful acceptance of those less rewarding

roles that lnevitably crop up in an extended comedy cerles.

He 18 married to an old girl friend of se&eral of the members of. the
groupP. They live, with their various children, in the Welsh quarter
in London's Hempstead. Michael is five fee, and eight inches tall,

“and his eyesight 1s quite good.

—

&

TN {TCouldn Tt~find. any place ?3).@ *@;

. the ~ackagwledgement, .50~---
o Ml o

Once when he was on a hbllday in Majorca, a smsll picece of paper ad-

hered to his sandal for several minutes, causing modcrate amusément . -

among the onlookers., .
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" end this, the fourth issue of GIGO, I look out the window from my lord}q
- 1ge point from ny thirty-first floor apartment, looking out over the

8e As T look, it begins to raln. I wonder a bit of all those pool
nfortunates who will never know great joy. I turn to my typewrlte
‘hat do the Simple FToOllt doT venastssassconsossvrsvsnanrnsssestsssssssse
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